
984 Federal Register / Vol. 67, No. 5 / Tuesday, January 8, 2002 / Rules and Regulations

4 The Council at its December 2001 meeting limited red king crab for trawl fisheries within the RKCSS to 35 percent of the total allocation to
the rock sole/flathead sole/’other flatfish’’ fishery category (§ 679.21(e)(3)(ii)(B)). ‘‘Other flatfish’’ for PSC monitoring includes all flatfish species,
except for Pacific halibut (a prohibited species), Greenland turbot, rock sole, yellowfin sole, arrowtooth flounder.

5 The Council at its December 2001 meeting apportioned the rockfish PSC amounts from June 30—December 31.

2002 Sideboard Directed Fishing
Closures

Catcher/Processor Sideboard Closures
The Regional Administrator has

determined that many of the AFA
catcher/processor sideboard amounts
listed in Table 13 are necessary as
incidental catch to support other
anticipated groundfish fisheries for the
2002 fishing year. In accordance with
§ 679.20(d)(1)(iv), the Regional
Administrator establishes these
following amounts as directed fishing
allowances. The Regional Administrator
finds that many of these directed fishing
allowances will be reached before the
end of the year. Therefore, in
accordance with § 679.20(d)(1)(iii),
NMFS is prohibiting directed fishing by
unrestricted AFA catcher/processors for
the species in the specified areas set out
in Table 17.

AFA Catcher Vessel Sideboard Closures
The Regional Administrator has

determined that many of the AFA
catcher vessel sideboard amounts listed
in Table 15 are necessary as incidental
catch to support other anticipated
groundfish fisheries for the 2002 fishing
year. In accordance with
§ 679.20(d)(1)(iv), the Regional
Administrator establishes these amounts
as directed fishing allowances. The
Regional Administrator finds that many
of these directed fishing allowances will
be reached before the end of the year.
Therefore, in accordance with
§ 679.20(d)(1)(iii), NMFS is prohibiting
directed fishing by non-exempt AFA

catcher vessels for the species in the
specified areas set out in Table 18.

TABLE 18.—AFA CATCHER VESSEL
SIDEBOARD DIRECTED FISHING CLO-
SURES 1

[These closures take effect 12 Noon A.L.T.,
January 20, 2002. These closures will re-
main in effect through 2400 hrs, A.L.T., De-
cember 31, 2002]

Species Area Gear

Pacific cod ............... BSAI ....... hook-and-
line,
pot, jig.

Sablefish .................. BSAI ....... trawl.
Atka mackerel .......... BSAI ....... all.
Greenland Turbot .... BSAI ....... all.
Arrowtooth flounder BSAI ....... all.
Pacific ocean perch BSAI ....... all.
Northern rockfish ..... BSAI ....... all.
Shortraker/rougheye

rockfish.
BSAI ....... all.

Other rockfish .......... BSAI ....... all.
Squid ....................... BSAI ....... all.
Other species .......... BSAI ....... all.

1 Maximum retainable percentages may be
found in Table 11 to 50 CFR part 679.

Increase in the Contribution of
Arrowtooth Flounder CDQ to the CDQ
Non-specific Reserve

Regulations at § 679.31(f) establish the
CDQ non-specific reserve, comprised of
15 percent of the CDQ reserves of
arrowtooth flounder and ‘‘other species’’
(skates, sharks, sculpin, and octopus).
These species are taken incidentally in
the CDQ fisheries. A CDQ group may
request that NMFS transfer amounts in
its CDQ non-specific reserve back into
either its arrowtooth flounder or ‘‘other
species’’ CDQ categories to reduce the
possibility that the catch of these
species would limit overall CDQ catch.
Species or species groups that
contribute to the CDQ non-specific
reserve are low-valued species for
which no target fishery currently exists.
These species have an adequate buffer
between the TAC and the overfishing
limit (OFL).

During the 2002 harvest specification
process for the BSAI fisheries, the
Bering Sea pollock TAC was set at
1,485,000 mt, based on increases to the
2002 pollock ABC and OFL. This is a 6
percent increase over the 2001 pollock
TAC of 1,400,000 mt. The total BSAI
TAC for all groundfish must be
maintained within a required optimum
yield range of 1.4 million to 2.0 million
mt. In order to stay within the 2.0
million mt limit, the Council often sets

the TAC for a particular groundfish
species below its designated ABC. It
selected an arrowtooth flounder TAC of
approximately 14 percent of the
arrowtooth flounder 2002 ABC of
113,000 mt. This means that the amount
of the arrowtooth flounder CDQ reserve
and the subsequent contribution of this
amount to the CDQ non-specified
reserve is proportionately decreased for
2002.

During the first 3 years of the
groundfish CDQ fisheries, the CDQ non-
specific reserve contained sufficient
amounts of quota to support the bycatch
needs in the ‘‘other species’’ CDQ
category. Arrowtooth flounder was the
largest contributor to the non-specific
reserve in 1999 and 2000, the first
complete years of groundfish CDQ
fishing. For these years, the arrowtooth
flounder TAC was set at or close to the
acceptable biological catch (ABC) level.
However, in 2001, the arrowtooth
flounder TAC was set significantly less
than the arrowtooth flounder ABC. This
initiated concern among CDQ program
participants that vessels fishing for
groundfish CDQ would catch the ‘‘other
species’’ CDQ allocation before they
fully harvested target species such as
pollock, Pacific cod, sablefish, and
Greenland turbot. One of the primary
reasons they cited for the shortfall in
‘‘other species’’ CDQ was the reduction
in the 2001 arrowtooth flounder TAC.
NMFS regulations limit the amount of
‘‘other species’’ CDQ available to each
CDQ group and prohibit the groups from
exceeding their allocations.

At its April 2001 meeting, the Council
stated that the CDQ non-specific reserve
was ‘‘intended, in part, to provide
adequate ‘other species’ quota to allow
reasonable CDQ fisheries.’’ At its June
2001 meeting, the Council requested
that NMFS adjust the contribution of
arrowtooth flounder CDQ to the CDQ
non-specific reserve from 15 percent to
50 percent via emergency rulemaking.
This was done in the SSL/Harvest
Specifications interim emergency rule
extension on July 17, 2001 (66 FR
37167). During the 2002 BSAI
groundfish specification setting process,
the Council again requested that NMFS
amend the CDQ non-specific reserve to
increase the contribution of arrowtooth
flounder to the CDQ non-specific
reserve from 15 percent of the
arrowtooth flounder CDQ reserve to 50
percent of the arrowtooth flounder CDQ
reserve for 2002.
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TABLE 17.—AFA UNRESTRICTED 
CATCHER/PROCESSOR SIDEBOARD 
DIRECTED FISHING CLOSURES.1 

[These closures take effect 1200 HRS A.L.T., 
January 20, 2002 and remain in effect 
through 2400 HRS, A.L.T., December 31, 
2002] 

Species Area Gear 
types 

Sablefish trawl ......... BSAI ....... all. 
Greenland turbot ..... BSAI ....... all. 
Arrowtooth flounder BSAI ....... all. 
Pacific ocean perch BSAI ....... all. 
Northern rockfish ..... BSAI ....... all. 
Shortraker/Rougheye 

rockfish. 
BSAI ....... all. 

Other rockfish .......... BSAI ....... all. 
Squid ....................... BSAI ....... all. 
Other species .......... BSAI ....... all. 

1 Maximum retainable percentages may be 
found in Table 11 to 50 CFR part 679. 


